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DANISH AND NORSE RULERS IN THE BRITISH ISLES 


Some 150—100 years after the settlement of the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes in Britain, the British Isles became 
the target of a second wave of North Germanic raids and settlements from Scandinavia. Viking raids are first 
documented for Britain in 787 and for Ireland in 795. Plunder was followed by settlement, spurred by the dual 
causes of the lack of plentiful arable land in Scandinavia and the increasing coalescence of Scandinavian 
monarchies at the expense of regional chieftains. The British Isles thus attracted settlers and adventurers, who 
took over about half of England (including York, East Anglia, the Five Burroughs, and half of Mercia, 
collectively known as the Danelaw), the Inner and Outer Hebrides and Man, and various coastal centers in 
Ireland (including Dublin, Waterford, and Limerick). 

In England Viking (“Danish”) rule was gradually contained and undone by the kings of Wessex, who 
subdued East Anglia by 917 and York by 954. That did not prevent the conquest of England itself by the kings 
of Denmark in 1013 and 1016 and then by the Viking-descended duke of Normandy in 1066. In Ireland the 
Viking (“Norse”) kingdoms thrived longer (in spite of occasional Irish takeovers), and were overthrown only at 
the onset of the English conquest in 1170. In the islands off the Scottish coast the Viking monarchies lasted 
longest, though they were nominally vassals of Norway and at the same time increasingly influenced by Scotland 
in both culture and politics. The “kings of the Isles” passed under Scottish suzerainty in 1166 and lost their 
royal title by 1371. The earls (juris) of Orkney officially passed under Scottish suzerainty only in 1469. Both of 
these monarchies were annexed by the Scottish Crown in the late 15 th century. Only the kingdom of Man 
(from which the Isles had seceded under Somerled in 1156) survived longer, losing its nominal sovereignty in 
1765. Man and the Isles (Hebrides) are treated elsewhere, under Great Britain. 


I. IRELAND 


853-872 

872- 873 

873- 875 
875-877? 

877?—881 
881-883 
883-888 
888—893 

893- 894 

894— 896 


Kings of Dublin (Dyflin) in eastern Ireland 

Olav I (Amlaib) ... son ofkingGudrod (Gofraid) ofLochlainn *; abdicated, died 874 
Ivar I (Imar) ... brother of (?) Olav 1 1 2 ; associated by 856; (?) York 866—870 
+ Asl (Auisle) ... brother of Olav I; associated by 863—867 
Oystein (Oistin) ... son of Olav I 

Halfdan (Albann) ... brother of Ivar I of York 3 ; York 870—877 

Bard (Barid) ... son of Ivar I 

Anonymus (“Mac Auisle”) ... son of Asl 

Sigfrid I (Sichfrith) ... son of Ivar I 

Sigtrygg I ( Sitriuc) ... son of Ivar I; deposed 

Sigfrid II ... usurper 

Sigtrygg I ... restored 


1 In this instance, Lochlainn/Laithlind/Lothlend is perhaps Viking Scotland rather than Norway; Olav I 
(Amlaib) of Dublin is sometimes identified with Olav the White, son of Ingjald, from the sagas; Olav the White 
was the father of Thorstein the Red of Caithness (see Orkney). Gofraid ofLochlainn is recorded as dying in 873. 

2 Ivar I (Imar) of Dublin is sometimes identified with Ivar the Boneless, son of Ragnar Lodbrok, from the sagas; 
since Ivar I of Dublin is described as king of the Northmen in both Ireland and Britain, and since his heirs 
governed in both Dublin and York, he is likely the same individual as Ivar I (Ingvar) of York. If so, either the 
earlier Irish sources were mistaken in identifying Ivar as the brother of Olav I of Dublin, or the later sagas were 
mistaken in identifying Ivar as the son of Ragnar Lodbrok. Alternately, Ivar of Dublin and Ivar of York are 
distinct individuals, and only the latter can be identified with Ivar the Boneless, son of Ragnar Lodbrok. Indeed, 
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle places the death of Ivar of York in 870, while the sagas make Ivar the Boneless 
childless. 

3 Halfdan is identified as a brother of Ivar I (Ingvar) of York in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle-, in the Irish annals he 
only appears as the slayer of Oystein (Oistin). It is not entirely clear whether Halfdan reigned in Dublin. 
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896—901 

901—917 

917-911 

911-934 

934-941 

941-943 

943-945 

945-948 

948-951 

951—980 

980—989 

989-994 

994-995 

995-1036 
1036—1038 
1038 — 1046 
1046—1051 
1051—1070 

1070— 1071 

1071— 1074 
1074—1086 
1086—1089 

& 1086—1089 
1089 — 1094 
1094—I I 01 
I 101—I 103 
1103—? 
?—1115 
hi 5 —1117 
1118—1114 
1114—1116 
1116—1117 
1136—1141 
1141—1141 
1141—1148 
1148—1160 
1160—1170 


914-931 

931-937 

937-940 


Ivar II ... son of (?) Anonymus , son of Ivar 1 4 ; deposed, died 904 
(to Brega) 

Sigtrygg II, Cdech ... brother of Ivar II; abdicated; York 911—917 

Godfrid I (Gofraid) ... brother of Sigtrygg II; Waterford 911—917; York 917 

Olav II ... son of Godfrid I; Waterford 917—941; York 939—941 

Sigtrygg III ... son of (?) Godfrid I 

Blakar (Bldcaire) ... son of Godfrid I; deposed, died 948 

Olav III, Cuardn ... son of Sigtrygg II; abdicated; York 941—943 and 948—951 

Godfrid II ... son of Sigtrygg II 

Olav III, Cuardn ... restored; abdicated, died 981 

Jarnkne (Gliiniarann) ... son of Olav III 

Sigtrygg IV, Silkbeard ... son of Olav III; deposed 

Ivar III ... son of Ivar I of Waterford, son of Ragnall I, brother of Godfrid I; deposed; 
Waterford 950—1000 

Sigtrygg IV, Silkbeard ... restored; deposed, died 1041 

Echmarcach ... son of Ragnall, son of Olav III; deposed 

Ivar IV ... son of Harald, son of Olav III; deposed, died 1054 

Echmarcach ... restored; deposed; Man 1051—1064 

Murchad ... son of king Diarmait I of Leinster; Leinster 1051—1070 

Domnall I ... son of Murchad; Leinster 1071—1075 

Gofraid I ... son of Olav, brother of Echmarcach; deposed, died 1075 

Muirchertach ... son of king Tairrdelbach ofMunster; Munster 1086—1119 

Donnchad I ... son of Domnall Remair, Leinster 1075 — 1089 

Lnna I ... brother of Murchad; Leinster 1089—1091 

Gofraid Merdnach ... son of Ivar IV; deposed, died 1095 

Domnall II ... son of Muirchertach 

(to Norway) 

Domnall II ... restored; deposed, died 1135 
Donnchad II ... son of Murchad; Leinster 1098—1115 
Diarmait ... son of Lnna, son of Murchad; Leinster 1115 — 1117 
Thorfinn ... son of Thorkell 

Lnna II ... son of Donnchad II; Leinster 1116—1116 

Conchobar I ... son ofking Tairrdelbach I of Connaught; deposed; Meath 1143 — 1144 

Ragnall ... brother of Thorfinn; deposed, died 1146 

Conchobar II ... son ofking Diarmait ofMunster; Thomond 1118—1141 

Ottar ... son of Ottar 

Brodar ... brother of Ragnall 

Askell ... son of Ragnall; deposed, died 1171 

(to Leinster and England 1170) 

Kings of Limerick (Hlymrek) in western Ireland 
Colla ... son of (?) Uathmaran, son ofking Bard of Dublin 
Olav, Cenncairech ... deposed? 

Harald I ... son ofking Sigtrygg II of Dublin 


4 Ivar II, Sigtrygg II, Godfrid I, and Ragnall I of York are all presented as grandsons of Ivar I. It is unclear 
whether they were all brothers, but it is likely that they were the sons of a non-reigning son(s) of Ivar I. 
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940?—977 
977-978 


914-911 
911—917 
917-941 
941-950 
950—1000 
1000—1018 
1018—ion 
ion—103 5 
1035-1037 


11. 


Ivar ... son of (?) Harald I 
Harald II ... son of Ivar 
(to Munster 977/978) 

Kings of Waterford (Vedrafjord) in southeastern Ireland 

Ragnall I ... brother ofking Sigtrygg II of Dublin and York; York 918—911 

Godfrid ... brother of Ragnall I; abdicated; Dublin 911—934; York 917 

Olav ... son of Godfrid; Dublin 934—941; York 939—941 

Ivar I ... son of Ragnall I 

Ivar II ... son of Ivar I; Dublin 994—995 

Ragnall II ... son of Ivar II 

Sigtrygg ... son of Ivar II 

Ragnall III ... son of (?) Ragnall II 

Cuionmain Ua Rabann 

(under the overlordship of Leinster 1037; to England 1170) 

ENGLAND 


866—870 
870-877 
877-883 
883—895 
895-899 

899— 900 

900— 901 

901— 910 
& 901—910 

910— 918 
918—911 

911— 917 
917 

917-939 

939 

939-941 

941-943 


Kings of York (Jorvik) 

Ivar I (Ingvar) ... brother of (?) Olav I of Dublin 5 ; abdicated?; (?) Dublin : 8 56—873 
Halfdan I (Halfdene) ... brother of Ivar I; deposed; (?) Dublin 875—877 
(to Bernicia) 

Godfrid I ... son of Harthacnut; elected king 
Sigfrid ... son of (?) Godfrid I 
Cnut... son of (?) Godfrid I 

lEthelwold ... son of king lEthelred I of Wessex/England 
Halfdan II ... kinsman of (?) Halfdan I; elected king 
Asl (Eowils) ... brother of (?) Halfdan II 
Ivar II ... kinsman of Halfdan II 

Ragnall I... son of (?) Anonymus, son of Ivar I (of Dublin) 6 ; Waterford 914—911 
Sigtrygg, Caech ... brother of Ragnall I; Dublin 917—917 
Godfrid II ... brother of Sigtrygg; deposed; Dublin 911—934 
(to Wessex/England) 

Erik, Bloodaxe ... son ofking Harald I of Norway; Norway f-933—f.93 5; deposed 
Olav I ... son of Godfrid II; Dublin 934—941 

Olav II, Cnaran ... son of Sigtrygg; deposed; Dublin 941—948 and 951—980 


5 Ivar I (Ingvar) of York is sometimes identified with Ivar the Boneless , son of Ragnar Lodbrok, from the sagas; 
since Ivar of York is described as king of the Northmen in both Ireland and Britain, and since his heirs governed 
in both Dublin and York, he is likely the same individual as Ivar I (tmar) of Dublin. If so, either the earlier Irish 
sources were mistaken in identifying Ivar as the brother of Olav I of Dublin, or the later sagas were mistaken in 
identifying Ivar as the son of Ragnar Lodbrok. Alternately, Ivar of York and Ivar of Dublin are distinct 
individuals, and only the latter can be identified with Ivar the Boneless, son of Ragnar Lodbrok. Indeed, the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle places the death of Ivar of York in 870, while the sagas make Ivar the Boneless childless. If 
that means that Ivar of York is the same as Ivar the Boneless but not Ivar of Dublin, then Ragnall I and his 
brothers (or cousins) would have been descended from the latter. 

6 Ragnall I, Sigtrygg, Godfrid II, and Ivar II of Dublin, are all presented as grandsons of Ivar I. It is unclear 
whether they were all brothers, but it is likely that they were the sons of a non-reigning son(s) of Ivar I. 
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943-945 

945-947 

947- 948 

948- 951 
951—954 


869 —876 
876—879 
879 — 890 
890—901 
901—917 


Ragnall II ... son of Godfrid II 
(to Wessex/England) 

Erik, Bloodaxe ... restored; deposed 
Olav II, Cuaran ... restored; deposed, died 981 
Erik, Bloodaxe ... restored; deposed, died 954 
(to Wessex/England 954) 

Kings of East Anglia 
Oswald ... Danish vassal 
vEthelred ... Danish vassal 

Guthrum 7 ... son of (?) Sigurd the Stag ; overlord since 871 ?; vassal of Wessex 
Eohric ... son of (?) Guthrum; vassal of Wessex 
(unclear succession; to Wessex/England 917) 


III. THE ISLANDS OFF SCOTLAND 


House of More 

874- 875 

875- 891 
& 875—900 

891—893 

893- 894 

894— 910 
910-954 

& 910—954 

954 - 955 
& 954-955 

955 - 977 
977-979 
979-981 
981—984 
984-987 

987—1014 
1014—1015 
& 1014—1010 
& 1014—1018 
1010—1060 

1060—1098 
& 1060—1098 
House of Norway 
1099—1105 
House of More 
1105—1116 


Earls of Orkney 

Ragnvald I, the Wise ... son of jarl Oystein; abdicated, died 894 

Sigurd I, the Mighty ... brother of Ragnvald I 

Thorstein, the Red ... son of Olav the White; in Caithness 

Guttorm ... son of Sigurd I 

Hallad ... bastard son of Ragnvald I; abdicated 

Einar I (Torv-Einar) ... bastard son of Ragnvald I 

Arnkel ... son of Einar I 

Erlend I ... son of Einar I 

Ragnfred ... son of king Erik Bloodaxe of York; deposed, died 977 

Godred ... brother of Ragnfred; deposed, died 977 

Thorfinn I, the Skull-cleaver ... son of Einar I; associated since 937? 

Arnfinn ... son of Thorfinn I 

Havard ... son of Thorfinn I 

Ljot... son of Thorfinn I 

Lodve ... son of Thorfinn I 

Sigurd II, the Stout ... son of Lodve 

Sumarlide ... son of Sigurd II 

Einar II, Wiymottth ... son of Sigurd II 

Brusi... son of Sigurd II; abdicated, associated again 1010—1031 
Thorfinn II, the Black ... son of Sigurd II; associated 1018 
+ Ragnvald II ... son of Brusi; associated 1038—1046 
Pal I ... son of Thorfinn II; deposed, died 1099 
Erlend II ... son of Thorfinn II; deposed, died 1099 

Sigurd III ... bastard son of king Magnus III of Norway; Man 1099—1103; Norway 1111—1130 
Hakon ... son of Pal I 


7 Baptized as dEthelstan in 878. The existence of a second Guthrum reigning after 901 is unproven. 
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& 1105 —1117 Magnus I 8 ... son of Erlend II 

1116—1137 Pal II, the Silent ... son of Hakon; deposed, died 1138 
& 1116—1131 Harald I, the Smooth-talker ... son of Hakon 
House ofAgdir 

1137—1158 Ragnvald III 9 ... son of Kol Kalisson by Gunhild, daughter of Erlend II; rival since 1135 
+ Erlend III ... son of Harald I; associated 1154—1156 

House of Dunkeld 

1158—1106 Harald II, the Old ... son of earl Maddad of Atholl 10 by Margaret, daughter of Hakon; 
associated 1139 

— Harald III, the Young ... son ofErik by Ingrid, daughter of Ragnvald III; rival 1195 — 1198 
1106—1114 David ... son of Harald II 
& 1106—1131 Jon I ... son of Harald II 
House of Angus 

1131 —1139 Magnus II ... son of earl Gilla Crist of Angus by (?) Ingeborg, sister of Harald III 
1139—1156 Gillbhride 11 ... son of Magnus II 
1156—1173 Magnus III ... son of Gillbhride 
1173 — 1184 Magnus IV ... son ofMagnus III 
1184—1311 Jon II ... son ofMagnus III 
1311 —1319 Magnus V ... son of Jon II 

House of Strathearn 

1319—1346 Malise (Maol Iosa) ... son of earl Malise IV of Strathearn, son of earl Malise III, son of earl 
Malise II by Maud, daughter of Gillbhride 

House of Bddt 

1346—1360 Erengisle ... husband of Agnes, daughter of Malise; son of Sune Jonsson; deposed, died 1391 
House of Arde 

1360—1363 Alexander ... son of Wayland de l’Arde by Maud, daughter of Malise; deposed, died 1375: 
House of Sinclair 

1363 — 1400 Henry I ... son of William Sinclair by Isabel, daughter of Malise 
1400—1410 Henry II ... son of Henry I 

1410—1471 William ... son of Henry II; earl of Caithness 1455; Scottish vassal 1469; abdicated, died 1480 
(to Scotland 1471) 
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8 Canonized as saint. 

9 Originally named Kali. 

10 A brother of king Malcolm III of Scotland. 

11 Sometimes considered to be two distinct earls, Gillbhride I and his son Gillbhride II; the name is sometimes 
rendered Gilbert. 



